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There' s nothingquitelike a brand
spankingnewhotel

- especially
when

it' s in a postcardsetting - and
theSouthSandshotel

in
Salcombe

,

SouthDevon
(

whichopened in May
thisyear )

ticksalltheboxesfor
a coastalUKbreak.

Itsgreatestcharm?Thehotel '

s

perfectproximity to thesea . Stylist
spent a

weekend thereandlost
ourselves forhalfanhourwatching
sailingboatsglidingacrossthewater
withoutmovinganinchfromourcomfy
bed . And at almost twicethewidth of

a standarddouble
,

thebedsare
gargantuan ( losingyourpartner in the
middle of thenightisn' t inconceivable

).

Wealsolovedthetwofreestanding
bathtubs

in ourroomand
a spacious

balcony thatendsjustfeetawayfrom
theestuary ( geographicallyspeaking

it'
s anestuary ,

but in Stylist' s eyes ,
it' s

a gorgeous ,

if compact , sandybeach
).

Withjust22roomsranging in size
(

somewithsmallerJulietbalconies
)

,

it'
s worthnotingthatSouthSands isn' t

massiveeither
,

butthisonlygoes
to cultivateanintimate

,

romantic

ea10
r

INTHEBEACH SUITE
, A

BEANBAGASO TWO
SOFASIT' S TINETOGETRELAXING

Devongets a newby-the-seabolthole
atmosphere . Everythingabout it - from
theplentifulcushions to

thecutlery
is elegantandunderstatedandthere' s

a relaxedbeachhousefeel
,

withcream
wallsandsolidoakprovidingcanvasses
fordecorative sailboatsandseagulls.

In thelobby,

a spiralstaircasewith
nauticalknots of metalcreates
a stunningcentrepiece.

Thestaffarealsolow-keybut
friendly , wearing laid-backuniforms of

shortsandshirts
,

andgenerallyleaving
you to yourowndevices . Weretired to

ourbalcony in theeveningwithglasses
of proseccoandfleecyblankets to

take in themoonshiningonthe
sea

,

beforeclimbingback
intoourgiantbedfor a

soundlessnight' s sleep.

WA=
Withthequaintvillage of

Salcombe
,
SouthDevon

,

a 15-minute ferryrideaway ,

SouthSands is justmoments
fromcosypubs ,

chilled-out
bars

,

restaurantsand
outdoorsy boutiques . In the

summer
, wealthy familieswithsecond

homesandboatspopulatethearea
,

butdon' t dismissdoingyourown
sailing . Stylisttookthehigh-adrenaline
optionwith a whippyrideona

catamaran at SouthSandsSailing
schoolbuttherearekayaksand long
boards if youjustfancy a spot of

paddling . Forsurfingand
a bigger

beach
(

there isn'
t
one at Salcombe

)

head
to nearbyBantham.

M_Tin
Thehotelhas a dailychangingmenu
withfreshfishpluckedfromthebay

14M1.4
.

ADRIAN CHILES ORTHIS

A

VIEWFORBREAKFAST?

THESOUTH SANDSHOTEL '

S

HISANDHERSPOLICY IS

REASSURINGLY OVER THETOP

featuringheavily .
Wespentbreakfast

,

teaanddinner in thebeachside
restaurantandontheterrace

, eating
ourwaythrougheggsBenedict

,
scones

anddishes of monkfishandseabream.
In SalcombetryTheWinkingPrawnfor
seafoodand in theevening ,

waterside
brasserieDickandWillsforpinkG&Ts.

01 : 11==r1,.-

Devonreally is a beautifulpart of the
worldandthecoastline is epic ,

with
toweringcliffs

,

secludedcovesand
ruggedrock faces . A tripwithout

a strollaroundtheheadlandviathe
NationalTrustcoastalpath is wasted.
Wewanderedforhoursjust to

take
in

thescenerybutyoucoulddo
a wholeday' s expedition - just
rememberyoursandwiches.

Roomsstart
at £125pernight including

breakfast
( m548-859000 ;

southsands.
corn

)

. ThroughoutOctober
,

thehotel is

offering a sailingpackage fromR400
fora two-nightbreak-Tobook

a separate
watersportssession contactSouthSands

Sailing ( ot548-843
4 ,50

MEGAN
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