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It'
s

nomystery
whyChristie
lovedDevon
Fromcreamteas to picture
postcardpanoramas ,

Devondelivers

BYANTHEAGERRIE

U

DON'T

needto
be

a
sleuth to figureout

whyAgathaChristie
setsomany of

her
crimenovels in

Devon .
Shewasborn in

Torquay,

fellin

love
theremorethanonce

andspentthehappiestyears of
herlife

in a holidayhomehighabovetheRiver
Dartwithhersecondhusband.

Evenso
,

thereare a

fewintriguing
mysteriesafoot at Greenway ,

the
beautifulhousewhichtheNationalTrust
hasrecentlyopened to

thepublic :

like
whatthe12-sidedboxwith a keyhole
butnokey,

whichsitsona

chest in

the
author' s

oldbedroom
,

is
allabout

;

not
to

mentionthegrinningskullwitha

frogperchedonitsheadwhich
crouchesona

hallsideboard . Theyaretwoof

manystrangebutfascinatingobjects
in

thehomeChristiesharedwithMax
Mallowan

,

thetoyboyarchaeologist
shemetwhen

,

as a 4o-year-old
divorcee

,

shewentout to Iraqaloneonthe
Orient-Express to

visithisdig.
Theguideat Greenwayjokesthat

perhapstheblindfoldedcherubonthehall

lightfitting is
anallusion to

lovebeing
blind

,

asMallowancuta dashingfigure
besidethealreadymatronlyChristie.

ThecoupleboughtGreenwayjust
beforewarbrokeout

,

andthegrand
pile ,

firstownedbyWalterRaleigh' s

ancestors
,

wasrequisitionedbythe
Americans .

Whenthesoldiersleft
, they

offered to

leave a
row of

13latrines
tempting , youmightthink

,

to

a

womanwhowrote of
thelavatoryas " the

perfectplaceforquietmeditation. "

Theywereremoved
,
thoughherown

loo
,
resplendentwithmahoganyseat

,

remainedoneof

herfavouriterooms.
Shealsolovedthedrawingroom

,

anda pictureshowsherpaintingthe
mantelpieceherfavouritecolour

,

cream .

Thatmatronlyfiguremay
havebeen a

result of
thefactthatthe

authorliked to

drinkthemain
ingredient of

Devon' s

famouscreamteasby
thecup ,

aswellaspaintherwallsthat

1111111111111111111

GEHINGTHERE
l-

CARYArms
(

01803327110
;

www.
caryarms.co.uk )

hasdoublerooms
from£150pernight ,

including
anexcellentbreakfast .

More
informationonAgathaChristie
Festivalevents

,

at

www.
visitsouthdevon.co.uk

Babbacombe
, justaroundthebay

shade .

Withthe120thanniversary of

Christie' s

birthcomingup(

and
,

coincidentally ,

the80thand90thof

,

respectively ,

MissMarpleandHerculePoirot
)

,

this is

a greattime to gopokingaround
notonlyGreenway,

buttheexquisite
coastalenclaves of

SouthDevon

looking
forclues to

unansweredquestions
aboutthegreatcrimeauthor' s

lifeand
times.

Therewillbe a

rarechanceforan
atmospherictwilightvisit of Greenway

in mid-Septemberaspart of the
anniversarycelebrations

,

aswellas a special
lunchonnearbyBurghIsland

,

where
AndThenThereWereNoneandEvilUnder

theSunwereset .
A

murdermysterywill
alsobestaged at

theCaryArms
,

which
enjoysanidyllic ,

secludedseaside
locationbeneaththecliffs of

BabbacombeBay.

Thisformerlyrundownpub
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fromTorquay,

wherethemysterywriterhad a holidayhome

hasfastbecome a destinationhotel.
Whileretainingitsessentialpubbiness

at groundfloorlevel
,

theroomshave
beenexquisitelyredonebyPeterde
Savary. Therearecottagestoo

,

forthose
withfamilies

(

anddogs )

in tow.
One of thenicestthings to dohere

otherthaneatsuper-freshseabream
andotherfishydelightsontheterrace

( try to bagtheCaptain' s Table
, perched

rightoverthesea
in a gazebo )

,

or get
a divinemassage in theone-room
spa is to takethehotel '

s littleboat
aroundtheshoreline

to Anstey' s Cove.
This is thesite of anotherChristie
mystery : whowastheyoungmanshe
picnickedherewithandbecamefervently
attached to . butrefused to meetagain
asanadult?TheyoungAgathabroke
manyhearts in andaroundSouthDev
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CONTINUEDFROMP37

on
, becomingengaged to ReggieLucy,

whomshespentyearsroller-skating
withonTorquay Pier

,

before losingher
heart to a youngaviatorcalledArchie
Miller at theoutbreak of WorldWar I .

Theirhoneymoon hotel
,

theGrand
,

is one of severallandmarksalong the
ChristieMile in Torquay . Though
barely15minutes' drivefromBabbacombe

,

thebeauty of thebay is that it' s so

shieldedthere is nosense of
a bustling

resort justtheotherside of thecliffs.
HadArchienotgonestraight to the

front
,

wemightneverhaveenjoyed
Agatha' s immenseliterary legacy.
Lookingforwarwork

,

shetrainedas a

chemist at theTorquayDispensary,

and
thereacquired herinterest in poisons.

In 1920
,

herlucrativewritingcareer
was launchedby a novel in whichshe
described

in graphicdetail a poisoning
death . A newpoison-plant garden at

Zjit7r,
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ABTA - ATOLIATA

Relive a literarylegacy

Theterrace at
theCaryAnusandthecoveted Captain' s Tableoverlookingchocolate-boxbeautifulBabbacombe

ToneAbbey,

nearChristie' s childhood
home

,

is a stopworthmakingonthe
ChristieMile

;

it alsohouses a charming
periodhomeopen to visitors.

Nostalgia buffswillwant to

continue around thesweep of
theEnglish

Riviera asTorbay stylesitself to

Paignton ,

where it' s possible to ride
a fewshortbutscenicmilesonthe
steamtrainAgathaoncerode to

London . Thetrain
(

whoseoperators are
staging theirownmurdermystery
dinneraboardaspart of theChristie
Festival

)

,

haltsbeside a heart-stoppingview
of DartmouthHarbour

,

accessibleby a

shortferryride fromthestation .
From

here it' s possible to
take a WorldWar

II

boatup to Greenway ,

which is
a

magicalway to arrive at theChristieholiday
home

,

wherebothAgathaandMax
diedafter40happyyearstogether.

Dopause ,

however
,

in
Dartmouth

,

a delightfulshoppingtownwhich
catersparticularlywell

to
foodies.

TheMichelin-star-winningCarved
Angelmaybelonggone (

theNew
Angel ,

whichcameup in itsplacehas
lostbravurachefJohnBurton-Race

)

,

butMitchTonkshastakenoveras
gourmetking of

Dartmouth with
hisSeahorse restaurant

, offeringan
abundance of freshfish . Finefishy
fareoverlookingtheriverfrom a

terrace is alsoavailable at theDartMari
naHotel

,

whichturnsbynightinto
thekind of trendychilllounge .

Salcombedownthecoast
,

wheremany
a MissMarpleandotherChristietales
havebeenfilmed

,

is anothersource of

fishygastronomy.
Herethekitchens of the

familyowned SoarMillCoveandthestylish
newSouthSandsHotelhavebeen
praised fortheir treatment of fresh
catch . Evenbreakfast is anevent at local
hauntCaptainMorgans , recentlytaken
overbytheowners

of theVictoriaInn
,

thetown' s bestpub . Butwhatpeople
likebestaboutthischarmingresort is

anold-worlde seasidevillagefeeland
a

sense of messingabout
in

boats.
There is goodeatingtoo

,

in thevery
family-orientedTeignmouthwhere

,

justacrossthebridge in Sha ld on
,

Roux-trained chefTimBouget hasgot
foodies' tastebuds tingling at Ode.

Prettywellanywhere in Devon
expect to findthecountry' s best teas

,

with lashings of localcream to heap
atophome-made sconesand
strawberry preserve . Perhaps this

is whyAgatha
found

it sohard
to tearherselfaway

fromhergreen , pleasantandalmost
unbelievablychocolate-boxpretty
home county.
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